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Washington, D.C. 20231 J // 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified application as 
follows: 



In the Specification 



Please replace the Related Applications paragraph at page 1, lines 2 through 14 with the 
following paragraph: 
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XjJRABlgSELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Application No. 09/524,501 filed March 
13, 2000 (Attorneys Docket No. 2506.2008-001 (SB-1023)), which is a continuation-in-part of 
U.S. Application No. 09/263,593 filed March 5, 1999 (Attorney's Docket SAR-1 1999C), which 
is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Application No. 08/815,852 filed March 12, 1997, now U.S. 
Patent 5,881,159 (Attorney's Docket SAR-1 1999A), the entire teachings of which are 
incorporated herein by reference. U.S. Application 09/524,501 claims benefit to Application 
Nos. 60/157,972 filed October 6, 1999 (Attorney's Docket No. 2506.2008-000 (SAR-1 341 6), 
60/157,870 filed October 6, 1999 (Attorney's Docket No. 2506.2006-000 (SAR-13417), 
60/145,321 filed July 23, 1999 (Attorney's Docket No. SMI-13621p (SAR-1 3621), and 
60/161,214 filed October 22, 1999 (Attorney's Docket SAR-13655p), the entire teachings of each 
being incorporated herein by reference. 



f f 1 



■as:;}. 



'■is/Si :: 



Amendments to the specification are indicated in the attached "Marked Up Version of 
Amendments" (page i). 
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CONCLUSION 

The foregoing amendment has clarified the chain of priority of this case. No new priority 
claims have been made. Should any questions arise, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the 
undersigned attorney. 



Respectfully submitted, 

HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 



Lexington, Massachusetts 02421-4799 
Dated: 7&0\ 



By. 





Erik L. Ence 
Registration No. 42,51 1 
Telephone (781) 861-6240 
Facsimile (781) 861-9540 



MARKED UP VERSION OF AMENDMENTS 
S pecification Amendments Under 37 C.F.R. S 1.121fb¥lViii) 

Replace the Related Applications paragraph at page 1, lines 2 through 14 with the below 
paragraph marked up by way of bracketing and underlining to show the changes relative to the 
previous version of the paragraph. 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Application No. 09/524,501 filed March 13, 
© 2000 (Attorney's Docket No. 2506.2008-001 (SB-1023)), which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. 

fill 

O Application No. 09/263,593 filed March 5, 1999 (Attorney's Docket SAR-1 1999C), which is a 

% continuation-in-part of U.S. Application No. 08/81 5,852 filed March 12, 1997, now U.S. Patent 

5 5,881,159 (Attorney's Docket SAR-1 1999 A), the entire teachings of which are incorporated herein 

7 by reference. [This application also] U.S. Application 09/524.501 claims benefit to Application Nos. 

S 60/157,972 filed October 6, 1999 (Attorney's Docket No. 2506.2008-000 (SAR-13416), 60/157,870 

g filed October 6, 1999 (Attorney's Docket No. 2506.2006-000 (SAR-13417), 60/145,321 filed July 

5 23, 1999 (Attorney's Docket No. SMI-13621p (SAR-13621), and 60/161,214 filed October 22, 1999 

1 *" (Attorney's Docket SAR-13655p), the entire teachings of each being incorporated herein by 
reference. 
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